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Local Youth, Local MissionFrom Our Pastor

My, but it takes a lot of effort to move with Jesus 
from Palm Sunday to Joyful Resurrection Day!   !
Many thanks to the folks who helped make it all 
happen Ð Kelley and Mike and the choir, Jenny and 
Trace and the Palm Sunday kitchen crew, members 
of the confirmation class for their help, Jenny the 
communion bread baker and those who prepares the 
sacrament, the deacons for help with every service, 
Diana Budge and Linn Peterson who stood vigil for 
our Good Friday Open Sanctuary time.  Thank you 
too, to the players in the Easter Pageant, and the 
flower committee who made our sanctuary look so 
very beautiful on Easter morning. !
Now that I have expressed my appreciation 
(hopefully not forgetting anyone), I have a question 
for you.  Did you know Easter is not one day but a 
whole liturgical season?  ItÕs called Eastertide, and 
we are now in it.  Take a minute to think on these 
words written by Kimberly Ireton on her blog: !
Resurrection changes everything.  Everything.  The 
reality of Easter – Christ risen, death defeated, sins 
forgiven, evil overcome – is so incredible, in the 
original sense of the word, that it’s beyond 
believable. !
This is why I need more than just Easter Day.  If 
Easter were only a single day, I would never have 
time to let its incredible reality settle over me, settle 
into me.  I would trudge through my life with a 
disconnect between what I say I believe about

Continued on Page 2 (Pastor)

We are pleased to share that this summer there will 
once again be an opportunity for our youth to take part 
in ÒLocal Youth, Local MissionÓ.  The dates are 
Tuesday, August 12th through Saturday, August 16th. !
Our home base will once again be the Wollaston 
Congregational Church in Quincy.  We will journey 
into Boston via public transportation to offer service 
at a variety of places serving the homeless and poor.  
The City Mission Society of Boston will work with us 
to shape up a great week with a balance of work, 
learning, and fun. !
Please speak with either Pastor Helen or Jenny Healy 
if you plan to join us.  There will be health forms and 
other permission type papers to fill out.  The cost of 
the trip will be one hundred and fifty dollars per 
participant as the Missions Committee has agreed to 
offer a fifty dollar scholarship to anyone taking part in 
the trip. !
The participants will report back about their 
experience on Sunday, August 17, and also after 
church on a Sunday in the fall after church.

History Presentation

Sunday, June 1 after worship and coffee hour, Rev. Dr. 
Doug Showalter will present a PowerPoint program on 
the history of The Church of the Pilgrimage, with 
particular focus on its early years, buildings, and some 
notable events.  All are welcome!
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resurrection and how I live (or fail to live) my life in 
light of it.  Thanks be to God, our forebears in faith 
had people like me in mind when they decided that 
we simply cannot celebrate Easer in a single day, or 
even a single week.  No, they decided, we need 50 
days, seven Sundays, to even begin to plumb the 
depths of this event.  They knew that the riches of 
this most important event in all of history cannot be 
exhausted in a single day.       
From ÒThe Red BalloonÓ A Deeper Church blog 
(2013): !
It doesn’t seem right, does it, that we spend forty 
days keeping Lent, pondering what it means for us to 
repent and return to God, bringing it all to a peak 
with Holy Week, and then have only a single day of 
celebration. !
So, intrigued by the idea that we might truly mark 
Eastertide in our worship, I proposed to the deacons 
that we have, just for these fifty days, a new response 
to the LordÕs Prayer Ð a verse of an Easter hymn in 
place of the ÒGloria.Ó  And knowing that the risen 
Christ came to his disciples breathing peace, I would 
like to suggest that for this particular season, we 
greet each other in a more intentional fashion by 
passing the peace.  (Note: I didnÕt run this one by the 
deacons, so if you donÕt like this practice, feel free to 
fuss at me, or just offer your neighbor your usual 
Ògood morningÓ. It will be okay.)  But maybe we 
will find this practice meaningful for this particular 
seasonÑand how will we know if we donÕt try? !
In the end of course, the point of Eastertide is that we 
are trying to do more than celebrate a day Ð we are 
trying to live as Resurrection People -- in the church 
and out of it.   !
So I hope it will be truly a joyous Eastertide.  I 
suspect we will all welcome relishing the celebration 
a little longer.  As the grand old hymn says -- 
ÒFor Christ the Lord has risen, our joy that hath no 
end!Ó. 

Continued from Page 1 (Pastor)

From the Moderator-Bob Taylor

I hope you’ll make a special effort to attend the 
Annual Meeting this year.  It’s after church on May 
18.  While some of the business will be routine, the 
Board of Trustees will be giving a presentation about 
needed repairs and plans for addressing these needs.  
They have put an enormous amount of work into 
inspections, plans for repairs, getting estimates, 
securing initial building permits and working with the 
Town and the Historical Society.  You’ll see that they 
have done a thorough, professional job and deserve 
all of our thanks.  As I have mentioned in earlier 
articles, completing this work will likely require a 
capital campaign.  This presentation will clearly show 
why such a campaign is necessary.  The details of this 
campaign are in the early planning stages and will be 
the subject of future presentations and, eventually, a 
vote of the congregation.  The presentation at this 
Annual Meeting should convince you that we must 
undertake this project.

Pilgrim Association Spring Meeting

This year we are hosting the Spring Meeting on 
Sunday, May 4th.  The  meeting consists of a program 
time, a worship service and the annual meeting itself 
and will run from 2-5pm.  The theme of the meeting 
is ÒWalking Together: Honoring Our Covenant,Ó and 
will explore the Road to Emmaus story as well as 
ways we can work together in cooperation with other 
area churches.  The program time will feature four 
different ways of responding to scriptureÑlectio 
divina bible study, song, reflection/conversation, and 
artistic creation. 
!
If youÕd like to learn more about what it means to be 
a part of a Òconnectional church,Ó or, if you want to 
be a part of a Òbuild it togetherÓ sort of worship 
service, you will really enjoy taking part in this 
afternoon. 
!
Meanwhile, in our role as host of the meeting, Debby 
Porter is heading up the refreshment part of things.  
Many thanks to her and to all of you who bake or who  
volunteer to offer hospitality that day.

!
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May is Heifer month! A few words about Heifer International from their websiteÑ"Heifer empowers families 
to turn hunger and poverty into hope and prosperity by giving them animals that will help supply food.  Heifer's 
approach is more than just giving people a handout.  Our animals provide partners with both food and reliable 
income, as agricultural products such as milk, eggs and honey can be traded or sold at market.  The core of our 
model is Passing on the Gift. This means families share the training they receive, and pass on the first female 
offspring of their livestock to another family. The goal of every Heifer project is to help families achieve self-
reliance. We do this by providing them the tools they need to sustain themselves, and it's thanks to the generosity 
of donors like you.  When many families gain this new sustainable income, it brings new opportunities for 
building schools, creating agricultural cooperatives, forming community savings and funding small businesses.Ó 
The Missions Committee will have a table set up in Allerton Hall after church during the first 3 Sundays of May, 
and on June 1. Your donations to this very worthy cause will be very much appreciated. !
For your calendar: !
May 4 is for kids.  Heifer month will kick off with our Heifer parade and Heifer-oriented Sunday School/
Communion activities for kids. !
May 11 is Mother's Day. Heifer volunteer, Rachel, will come to do activities with the children. Live goats will be 
in Town Square, so let's hope it's a sunny day! !
May 17 from 1:00-4:00pm is a free day at Heifer's Overlook Farm, in Rutland, MA.  Explore the Global Village, 
gardens and livestock barns while participating in interactive activities to learn about the work that Heifer has 
accomplished. A fun time is guaranteed!  If you are interested in carpooling, please call Rosalee Sinn. !
June 5 the Missions Committee will hold its annual potluck dinner. !
July 14-21 Pastor Helen will participate in Heifer's Donor Engagement Visit to Honduras.  Nominated by the 
Missions Committee, Pastor Helen will visit Heifer projects, including a beekeeping project, a Heifer project 
with Green Mountain Coffee, and several communities where participants will see HeiferÕs development model 
in action.  The trip will also include a visit to the World Heritage Site of Copan, the site of Mayan Ruins. !
Jon Peterson went on a Ministry of Dentists trip to the Jamaica Outreach Program in Kingston, Jamaica in 
March. His group saw 127 people in 3 days as they worked from sunup to sundown.The Missions Committee 
voted to donate $250 to this effort. Jon brought back the insight that the dental clinic has all the supplies it needs, 
but is lacking in manpower. He suggested that our contribution be used to help defray costs for volunteering 
hygienists. He also brought back photos showing the living conditions typical of the people using the clinic.  !
The April Manomet Center for Conservation Science event was a fascinating presentation with a delicious lunch. 
Thanks to all who participated and showed interest! !
How your Missions money was used/voted on in the last months: 
 $250 was contributed to Monday Meals. 
 $250 was donated to the Jamaica Outreach Program through Jon Peterson. 
 $500  was donated to the Manomet Center for Conservation Sciences.  
 $1,000 was approved to help fund the Youth Mission Trip in August. !
The Missions Committee and Christian Education Committee have decided to have joint meetings at least twice a 
year to better coordinate efforts so that all ages can share and participate in our efforts to do good in the world.  !
The Missions Committee is considering making a recurring annual contribution to the Manomet Center for 
Conservation Science as part of the church's support for caring for the earth. 

 

Missions and Outreach News

!
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May 4 In loving memory of Miss Jane Burns.  Given 
by Putnam and Kathy Burns and family.

May 11 In loving memory of her son, Gary Courtney.  
Given by Billie Courtney.

May 18 There is an opening for pulpit flowers on this 
day.  Please call Robin Trask if you wish to 
honor or memorialize someone with beautiful 
flowers in our sanctuary.

May 25 In loving memory of her husband, Douglas 
Grey.  Given by Shirley Grey and family.

DeaconsÕ Notes

Flowers

Notes

The season of Lent is one full of fellowship, prayer 
and meditation with music and the spoken Word 
focusing on the final days in the life of Jesus Christ 
and GodÕs promise of everlasting life through the 
Resurrection.  It helps us put into perspective our own 
journeys and, perhaps, causes us to focus on how we 
may better these journeys. !
As a church, we are blessed with a congregation, a 
choir, an organist and a pastor who hold deep personal 
convictions and individual understandings of theology 
and yet, we come together to worship as one family.  
We are there for one another in times of joy, grief, and 
illness.  We pray together, sing together, listen to the 
Word of God together, learn together and, there are 
times when we are even challenged together.  We are a 
church family blessed with a love for one another. !
Thank you to all who helped make this Lenten season 
so deeply meaningful, and let us continue to share the 
spiritual wealth with which we have been blessed.

First, a Òthank youÓ to the confirmands who helped with 
the Palm Sunday breakfast serving (both communion and 
the breakfast itself) and to the confirmands who helped 
usher at the Easter Pageant worship service. !
Due to April vacation and some other scheduling issues, 
we havenÕt met as regularly here towards the end of our 
class.  We have two gatherings left -- May 4th and June 
1st.  On June 1st we will share a lunch with some adults in 
the church and have a time of faith sharing.  This is a 
more relaxed approach to the filming project mentioned 
earlier, and felt like a good way to wrap up our class 
experience. !
The day of confirmation is scheduled for June 8th, which 
is also the Day of Pentecost.  Hope to see you there!

Jane Burns Committal Service

Following coffee hour  on May 11th there will be a brief 
service in the Memorial Garden.  Those who knew Jane and 
would like to be part of this are welcome to join her family 
members. 

Pastor Helen performed a memorial service for Ruth 
Harrington on April 5 at the Davis Funeral Home.  We 
extend our sympathies to the Harrington family. !
On April 19, Rev. Rosemary MacKay performed a 
memorial service in our sanctuary for Peggy Robinson.  
Many years ago, Peggy was a superintendent of the 
Sunday School at our church.  Our sympathies are 
extended to the Robinson family.  We thank Rosemary for 
performing the memorial service. !
Pat Blackmer has moved!  Her new mailing address is:  
Goddard House, 165 Chestnut St, Brookline, MA 02445.  
Please make note of this in your new directory. !
The Directory Committee wishes to thank all the 
volunteers who stepped forward and helped out during 
this past year.  Many of you helped out during the 
photography sessions.  One person the directory 
committee wishes to thank is Bill Converse.  He provided 
the committee with so many photographs that could act as 
a photo journal for our ChurchÕs journey throughout the 
year.  He continues to take photos and places them in 
Allerton Hall or gives them to Pastor Helen.  If you see a 
photo you like, he invites you to take it!  Thank you, Bill.

Safe Church News

For those who volunteer with Sunday School, Youth 
Groups, Confirmation or the Visitation Committee: you 
need to have a current CORI on file with the church.  An 
application is available from the office, CE Director, or 
Safe Church bins in the JRC and Allerton Hall.  Please see 
a member of the Safe Church Committee with questions.  
Norm Bingham-Maas, Ann Motyka, or Debby Porter.

Confirmation News
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I donÕt know about the rest of you, but I was brought to 
tears a lot during this past Lenten season.  Between the 
daily news, Bible readings and the poignant words in this 
yearÕs UCC Lenten devotional I, like many of you, have 
been overwhelmed with stories of both sorrow and joy. !
The tragic Malaysian plane crash, the Washington mudslide 
and the Back Bay fire kept us glued to our news outlets. 
The deaths of local and regional firefighters and policemen 
tugged at our heartstrings as we watched and read about 
their ultimate sacrifices and the families they left behind.  
For me the similarities between their stories and the Lenten 
story did not go unnoticed.   !
Intermingled with these sad stories we also saw and heard 
of great joy; first responders and volunteers recommitting 
themselves to ensure the success of this yearÕs Marathon, 
an American win on PatriotÕs Day, marathon survivors 
reclaiming their lives, communities coming together to help 
their own. !
Here at the Church of the Pilgrimage we were also on a 
journey of sadness and joy.  We traveled with our faith 
community from Ash Wednesday to the triumph of Palm 
Sunday, the sorrow of Good Friday and the ultimate joy of 
Easter Sunday.  Our mid-week services were intimate and 
emotional.  Our Palm Sunday breakfast overflowed with 
fellowship, and our Easter Sunday services echoed our 
joyous music and ÒalleluiasÓ across Town Square.  !
Thank God for this community of faith.  Thank God for the 
faithful and generous stewards who step forward each year 
with both their time and resources to ensure the continued 
existence and upkeep of our beloved Church of the 
Pilgrimage.  We are truly a blessed community of faith. !
Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed. 
Nancy Reed, Stewardship Chair

Guild News-by Diana Budge

Hurray for us!  We are over our $20,000 initial goal for 
the JRC Kitchen.  We realized a profit of $1069 from 
the PastorÕs Pasta which pretty much put us over the top 
along with ÒpiggyÓ donations.  Many thanks to all those 
who have supported this fund drive, and I hope that you 
will continue to help us increase our total to provide 
more than the essentials.  My personal thanks to the 
kitchen crew and the Òbag ladiesÓ who helped make this 
possible.  And thank you to all who purchased our pasta 
dinners. !
Our April Guild meeting was a great success.  We all 
learned a lot about our beloved church due to the 
research done by Rev. Dr. Doug Showalter.  If you were 
not there, you missed a treat. !
Our May meeting will be held at 1pm in Allerton Hall 
on Friday, May 9th.  The topic of the day will be the 
cranberry industry.  This program was postponed in the 
fall due to the cranberry harvest time.  All are welcome 
to join us. Reminder:  At the May meeting we will be 
taking names of those interested in a tour of the House 
of Corrections which is scheduled for May 28th at 
9:15am.  It will take two hours, and you will be given 
more information at the Guild meeting on May 9th.  We 
will also vote for a slate of new officers for the coming 
year at that meeting.  Any takers for Vice-President? !
Keep in mind that we have a bake sale on May 25th.  
We can provide a solution to your sweet tooth cravings.   
It has been a great yearÉhope to see everyone in May.

Stewardship, Sorrow & Joy

Church Building/Roofing

The Board of Trustees has received Historic District 
Commission certification, and attained a Town of 
Plymouth building permit to replace the existing slate 
roofing with asphalt shingle covering.  Over time, the 
slates have broken loose and allowed for extensive water 
damage throughout the structure.  The three-week work 
project will begin on Monday, May 5th.  Should you desire 
pieces of the removed slate, kindly contact the church 
office at 508-746-3026.  

In accordance with the Bylaws of The Church of the 
Pilgrimage, the 2014 Annual Meeting will be held 
on May 18, 2014, following the Service of Worship. 
The Purpose of the Meeting shall be: !

1.To receive Reports of all Boards, 
Committees and Officers. 
2.To present to the congregation a report 
from the Board of Trustees related to the 
ongoing physical repair needs of the Church 
building.  
3.The election of Officers, Board and 
Committee Members. !

All Church Members are urged to attend this 
important Meeting. 

Lois E. Post, Clerk 
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The Pilgrimage Calendar

Thank you to Peter Causton who offered a post worship class on ÒUnderstandings of the ResurrectionÓ in early April.  The 
class was well attended, and we appreciate PeterÕs leadership. !
On Sunday, June 1st, following worship Reverend Doug Showalter will offer a power point presentation on the history of 
The Church of the Pilgrimage.  Some of us got to experience this at the April WomenÕs Guild meeting, and it was really 
great Ð you wonÕt want to miss it! !
We will be meeting in May to see what the Adult Education surveys had to say.  Many thanks to Val Bauman for her work 
on this.  The surveys should be very helpful in moving forward with planning. !
Finally, look to the June newsletter for information on a summer book read.  Last year we read a novel, and this year 
Pastor Helen is once again reflecting upon possibilities.  We donÕt want it to be anything too laborious in the reading, but 
something with important things to discuss.  Stay tuned!

!

 ~ May 2014 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 Board of 

Christian Ed 
Meeting, 7:15pm, 
Jenny’s House 
Missions Meeting, 
7:15pm, Marks 
Room 
 

2  
 

3  
 

4 Worship, 10am 
Cherub & Junior 
Choir Reh 
Newcomers 
Gathering, 11am 
Marks Rm, 
Pilgrim Assoc Mtg, 
2pm, Allerton Hall 
 

5  
 

6  
 

7 Choir Rehearsal, 
7:30pm, Sanctuary 
 

8  
 

9 Guild Meeting, 
1pm Allerton Hall 
 

10  
 

11 Mother’s Day 
Worship 10am w/ 
Cherubs singing 
M & E Meeting after 
worship 
 
 

12  
 

13 Church 
Council, 7pm, 
Marks Room 
 

14 Music Com 
Mtg, 6:30pm, 
Stewart Rm 
Board of Trustees 
Mtg, 7pm, Mark 
Rm 
Choir Rehearsal, 
7pm Sanctuary 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18 Worship 10am 
Annual Meeting 
following worship 
 

19  
 

20  
 

21 Choir 
Rehearsal, 7:30pm 
Sanctuary 
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25 Worship 10am 
Guild Bake Sale 
 

26 Memorial Day 
Church Office 
Closed 
 

27 Board of 
Deacons Mtg, 7pm 
Marks Rm 
 

28 Choir 
Rehearsal, 7:30pm 
Sanctuary 
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
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New Members-The BaiersAbout our Hymnal  
from Bill Harting

I can never open a hymnal without glancing at the 
dedication inside the cover, and I am reminded of men 
and women who are and were important to our church. !
A dozen or more years ago, when we began a search for 
a hymnal to replace the venerable but worn-out Pilgrim 
Hymnal, we reviewed several and Hymns of Truth and 
Light resonated most deeply with the congregation. The 
fact that we could choose favorite hymns not already in 
the new hymnal for a supplement was convincing (we 
chose our own Top 28 hymns after polling the 
congregation for a month). !
Recently the publisher, The First Congregational 
Church of Houston, found another twenty-four 
hymnals, the overrun of the first printing, and offered 
them to us. We jumped at the chance to buy these 
extras. !
We introduced Hymns of Truth and Light in 2003 and 
began offering hymnal dedications for $25, a program 
that continues today, although most of the existing 
hymnals contain dedications. New hymnals do not 
come along every day, but new reasons to dedicate 
hymnals do come along all throughout the year.  !
We encourage everyone to consider dedicating a 
hymnal in honor or in memory of a loved one. For more 
information call the church office or Bill Harting at 
508-746-4097.

Following worship on May 4th there will be a gathering 
of those who have recently been attending worship.  
This will be a time to meet other newer folks, gather 
information about the church, and ask any questions 
you may have.  Just grab a cup of coffee at coffee hour 
and make your way across the street to the John 
Robinson Center.  Do plan to join us!

Newcomers Gathering, May 4th

Graduates

We will have an acknowledgement and blessing of our 
high school graduates on Sunday June 1st, which is the 
Sunday before the actual graduation.  If you have a high 
school senior, please check with the church office to be 
sure that we are aware of him or her.  We wouldn't want 
to forget anyone!

Linda and David Baier were attracted to the Church of 
the Pilgrimage by our extraordinary choir, our social 
justice ministry, and Pastor HelenÕs warmth and 
enthusiastic leadership. They moved from Natick to the 
Pinehills Great Island community in Plymouth four 
years ago and are both enjoying retirement. !
Linda worked as a nurse practitioner and David as a 
lobbyist for the cities and towns of Massachusetts. They 
have two grown daughters, Lindsay and Emily, and their 
first grandchild, Wesley David, born in February to 
Lindsay and her husband. In addition to getting to know 
their new grandson, Linda is busy helping Emily plan 
her May wedding. !
David is an avid golfer and history buff. Linda loves 
gardening, reading, and knitting and they both like to 
play bridge. In addition, Linda enjoys helping with the 
Monday Meals program - youÕll see her most Mondays 
in the Allerton Hall kitchen. Not new to volunteering, 
Linda served at her previous church as a Deacon, chair 
of the Music and Christian Ed committees, Church 
Clerk, and was the assistant coordinator of their 
churchÕs mission - housing homeless families. !
When asked for their hopes for the future of our church, 
they expressed a desire to continue to see an active, 
thriving community living their faith. We are fortunate 
to have Linda and David lending their talents to help 
make this happen.
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News from the Director of Christian Education-Jenny Healy

Another successful Easter pageant has come and gone. I hope families were able to make use of the Holy 
Week packets; I would love to know if you found them useful tools. I plan to continue my Friday Food for 
Thought notes through Children's Sunday. If you have children in our Sunday School or crib room and are not 
receiving this, please let me know so I can get you on the list.  !
Here are some important dates to put  on your calendars. 
 May 1 Board of Christian Education Meeting 7:15 Jenny's house at 10 Fremont St 
 May 4 teachersÕ meeting 11:30 to 12:30 
 May 6-8 New England Association of Christian Educators conference-I'll be there! 
 May 17 food packing event. Young people 12 and up are invited. More details to follow-watch  
 the bulletin and Friday notes. !
Also, there is the possibility of making a trip on May 17 to visit the Heifer Farm in Rutland to celebrate 
Heifer's 70th birthday. Let me know if you're interested, and we'll make a plan.  !
Coming up. . .  
June 8 Confirmation Sunday 
June 15 Children's Sunday  !
For summer planning, please let Pastor Helen or me know if you have a young person who would like to go 
on the mission trip this summer. This will be structured the same way as last year's trip, staying in the church 
in Wollaston and going into Boston for the day to a variety of places. This was a powerful teaching tool for all 
involved last year, and we'd love to tell you more about it.
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