The Church of the Pilgrimage
Congregational-UCC

The Pilgrimage

Herald

Church Office
Phone: 508-746-3026
FAX 508-746-4362

8 Town Square
Plymouth, Massachusetts 02360

The Rev Dr. Helen Nablo, Pastor
helennablo@8townsquare.org

Rev. Gary L. Marks
Pastor Emeritus

www.8townsquare.org

office@8townsquare.org

Volume LXXXV No. 2 OfficeHours: Monday¢ Fiday, 1Gam-4:00pm Februa3016

From Our Pastor
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Part of the resistance we feel toward the season of Lent is the whole notion of repentance. Often we
GKAY]l 2F NBLISyYyiGlyOS Fa o0SAy3 Fdztftf 2F 2dzZRAYSyYy (=
decided, even dmanded, that we need to change.

Recently | read a Still Speaking Daily Devotional that gently turned that idea on its head. Repentance,
this author said, doesn't have to be scary. We would do better with this, she said, if we hear what
"repentance” redly means.

If you go back to the root of the Greek word for it that's found in the original text of the New
Testament, you find that the word is "metanoia.” Metanoia is roughly translated as "to change your
mind." It's a call to "think differently A all not just to change your mind, but a call to change your
actions as wellO O

This repentance isn't about feeling bad or ashamed or guilty. It's about being willing to put aside the
things that are keeping us frofully participating in what comes next. It's about believing that our
mistakes and our past don't have to define our
future. And it's about deciding to believe that we
can be a part o65od's own work in our world.

But, most of all, repentance is not abdating
ourselves up for being bad people. It's about

Youth Group Sub Sale . .
making a decision to come home to God once

As a first fundraiser for the Maine Mission trip
taking place from June 2Buly 2 our youth are
holding a submarine sandwich sale on Februg
7t (snow date February 3. On Sunday,
January31, orders will be taken for sub
sandwiches, which will be all set to go on Sup
Bowl Sunday. Proceeds will help reduce the
costs to families of the Maine Mission Trip.
Prepay is appreciate®urthanks toSue Powell
and Matt Blaidor heading this up. We promise
the subs will be tasty, and we are grateful for
your support!

again. O Emily Heath, January 16)

| once heard a pastor give a sermon where he

began standing by the baptismal font. Speaking
oftimesin hislifewhenhg I Y RSNBR FTNRY
intentions, he moved several paces from the

font. Speaking of times when he found himself
returning, he moved back towards the font. It

was an honest sermon, and something you could
reallysee.

Lent is an invitatiorg to orient oursePSa Ay D2F
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If you are so inclined, come and receive ashes on Ash Wednesday. Pick up a Lenten devotional booklet
and read a little encouragement (or challenge) each day. Jdor msidweek Lenten gatherings, for a

time of fellowship and thoughtfulness. See marking Lent not as whahgedto do, or everoughtto

do, but as an invitation to share in Jesus call to a truly rich and abundant life.

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, Rélel NE ™M n @ ¢tKS RSIFO2ya gAtt o0S |
5:30pmto 6:30pm out in Town Square, weather permitting, and we will have a simple service at 7 pm
in the sanctuary.

Wednesday night Lenten Soup Suppers

For several years now, we havej@yed a tme to gather midweek for foodgllowship and reflection.
The dates this year for our gatherings are \Wesiday February 24and March9". There will be more
information about these gatherings in the Sunday bulletins, but for now markgedandars! Dinner
will begin at 6:00 and the circle/worship/conversation part at 6:45. We will be done adrBme
for choir practice to begin.

Adult Education opportunities- come and participate!

We have chosen for our next book discussioneP&omes' "The Good Botk
PETER J. GOMES | The book is rather lengthy so we will concentrate our discussion on 6 or so
selected chaptes. You can prerder the bookon Sunday, February 7tr by
contacting Val Baumanrilhe cost is $15 per booRWWe expect to have the
books in by mid February with discussions tatayin late March/early April.

Would you like to learn more about our UCC denominatidre?will be

celebrating "UCC Sunday" on April 10Buring waship and at coffee hour

hear about the United Church of G$trand the benefits we derive from our

rReaoive Tue e wirn | Membpership inthe Massachusetts Conferenc€ome and discover more about
SRR B our denomination!

Canfirmation Update

In January, we will have had two classes weather permitting. Many class members attended the MLK
Dayof Service, or helped with Monday Meals over the weekehdank you to parents and mentors
who helped with these efforts.

In February our meétgtimes are FebruaryTand 2F! following the worship service.

Other dates to keep in mind:

February 1# - Ash Wednesday servicg;r Yon 002dzyda |a | aaLISOALFE &SN
February 2% and March 9' - Lenten Soup Suppers (good thing to attend with mentor)

March 11" ¢ 12 - Confirmation Retreat @ Craigyville

March 20" - Palm Sunday Breakfast (confirmation class assists)

March 27" - Maundy Thursday Worship Servjdepm

April 29" - Trip to Congregation Beth Jacoliday night Shabbat service



Overnights of Hospitality Update

Thank you to our church members who harepared and served hot dinners during the first two
weeks of our four week commitment to this interfaith prograRaul and Rosalee Sinn, Peter and Deb
Wilson, Don and Charlene Moore, Carol and Bob Taatak Meg and John Bross. Next are
responsible ér February 14February 20 and March-8larch 12. We need meal providers for March
7, March 10 and/larch 11. We need overnight chaperones fall these dates, exceptebruary 19.
Newcomers are needed to help out with this vital program for our comnyunit

Nominating Committee News Janice Lee, Reporter

The Nominating Committee met on Thursday, Janufiry 1 { ( S @ SofficeNRra@s@ntlySvé akeQ a
been successful in filing vacancies on most boards and committees. We still need someone to replace
me on the Nominating Committee as my term ends in May 2016. We meet in the morning once a
Y2YGK G { 4SS Qggereraly lasts $oan hotirkKdgpendigon the/agenda. Christian
Ed, Missons and Board of Trustees still need people. Many thanks go out to those who have agreed to
serve for upcoming terms. Our next meeting will be on Thursday, Febrilaty830amat Steve
CNATESGOAQA 2FFAOSO®

5SI 02y Qa b2GSa
LGQa KIFENR G2 0StASOS G(GKIG ' ROSYG FyR GKS / KNRAG
were blessed to have had so many opportunities to attend various church services and activities during

Advent that were wellplanned and so very meaningful. A huge THANKS to all who helped plan and
participate in these!

Lent will be quickly upon us this year. Ash Wednesday is on Febridaand@here will be many
opportunities for worship and fellowship betweehen and the celebration of Easter on March 27th.

 February1®¢! 8K 2 SRy SaRI & tflya NS 0SAy3 YlI
for the wider community and a simple 7 pm service that night.

f Plans are also being made to continue our simpflefly YSF YAy 3 Fdzf = & a&a2dzd 3
hall. The Membership and Evangelism Committee has graciously volunteered to host one of
them on Wednesday, MarchH"9
March 13th¢a { F Ay G a Ay {ASShEBce © Signumag &volankeér in the Deacon
sporsored Ministry of Meals, Prayer Chain, and Visitation Committee outreach ministries.
March 20" ¢ 8:00 A.M.- Palm Sunday Communion Breakfast in Allerton Hall.
March 24th¢ Maundy Thursday Service with Communion in sanctuary 7:00 P.M.
March 25th¢ Good Frilay¢ to be announced
March 27" ¢ EASTER SUNDAY services

Sunrise Service/ 2f SQa | Af €

Family oriented pageant service in sanctuag.30 A.M.

Traditional Easter Service in sanctuaiyl:00 A.M.

The Deacons continue to actively support our outreach ministries ingduainistry of Writing, a
Ministry of Meals, the Visitation Committee, a Prayer Chemtipprayers@gmail.cojnand a

Communion Ministry team who would be honored to serve communion to those of you who now find
it difficult to attend church. If you are aware of anyone who would benefit from any of these
ministries, please let a deacon or the church office know.
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mailto:cotpprayers@gmail.com

We also want to remind our congregants that there are several hearing devices available from the
Deacm-in-charge on Sunday mornings that may benefit those who are hearing impaired.

Hope you can find time to join us for all or some of our Lenten program and service offerings.

Introducingour Nursery Care Worker

After interviewing three candidates for th@osition a unanimous decision was reached. All of the
candidates were good but Kristen presented something a little special.

Kristen Moses is a longtime Plymouth resident. She graduated form Plymouth South and is now
continuing her education, majoring ahild development. She works part time at the YMCA before and
after school program. Her personality lit up the room. All of us felt she would really engage our young
ones. Hopefully, she will begin on Januar$,3flall the paperwork isniorder. Rease make a point of

al e A yahd ndakirlg her feel welcomed.

From Your Director of Christian Ed, Jenny Healy
DearChurch,

| am a big advocate of better late than neyso | will do now what might have been better suited for
New Yea® or an end ofhe year review. Because sonew Dec 28 slipped by me unnoticedHere
goes.

Thank you.Thank you for bringing your children and grandchildren to worshipank you for filling

our Sunday School classes with them. Thank you for donating toys at Christgnadients for our

MLK Day of service. Thank you for making blankets and showing up with fleece, for sewing and for
tying. For gathering on Gathering Sunday, for singing at the Newfield HAusmnk you for sitting
through pageant rehearsals and stangiat doorways while they are happening. Thank you for
snapping pictures with my phone whe@lup to my elbows in meatball mixthank you for teaching
and for filling in the blanks.

To the children and young people (grown ups, please read this to thejveit to them to read
themselves), thank you for coming to churchhank you for your questiond-hank you for your
joy! Thank you for sharing your faith and your doubt$hank you for sharing your stosieyour
artwork, your voices.Thank you fohelping others in all the ays that you do all year long.

And for those without children in our congregation, thank you for welcoming our children and our
families. Thank you for your patience as our children learn and grow to know what it means to be a
part of this beloved communityThank you all for being that beloved community.

Love jenny
And now thiX X

FEBRUARY: Blanket MonWe will be making blankets all month for Project Linus, a program that
sends comfort blankets to children witthronic and terminal illnesses or children who find themselves
in other challenging situations where a little extra comfort is called We ae accepting donations of
fleece all month, anywhere frodof a yard and up. Look for fleece ready to tie at Coffee Hour all
month long, and jump in on the fun!

Feb 7 Love Feasthildren will start and end in the sanctuary, and betweenesmvill gathein

Allerton Hall for the Love Feast.

Feb 14 Coffe& Conversationkeep an eye on your email for more information about our Valer@ine



plans! And yes, it involves chocolate!

Feb 17 Youth group trip to Common Art & Lodk: look fordeals in youemail

Feb 27 (Saturday) Parents Night odt,/-Drop your kids off and have a night on the town (or a long,
well deserved nap)We will feed them, play, and read bedtime stor{gsu can even send pajamas
and toothbrushes if you want)Register with Jenny atnnycotp@gmail.com

News from your Missions and Outreach Committee

The committee helped sponsor this y&ivlartin Luther King, Jr. Day of Servieetivity held on

Saturday, January 6 We voted that up to $300e spent for supplies which were needed to
supplement those donated by the congregatiddeveral persons from our congregation, youth and
adults, joined together with people from other area churches in packing school kits, comfort kits and
hygiene kitsdr those in need. Afterwards, participants engaged in small group discussions on various
social issues.

The following day, Missions sponsored a coffee hour presentation by Anne Dombrofski of Beautiful Day
and theProvidence Granola ProjectAs most of yoknow, this year we added products from that

project to our alternative Christmas Fair offerings. (See Missions Article in last Now@hiexid)

The project helps refugees to assimilate to life in the US by training them to make and market granola.
Thehope is that they will eventually go on to other jobs. Anne told us that some 25 persons have gone
on from the project to gain employment elsewherBuring the questioranswer session which

followed, some interest was shown in our church helping to sppagsefugee or refugetamily.

Missions will look into this.

We received aote from Augusta Moore written on behalf of herself and her siblings (Nathaniel,
Matthew, and Naomi), thanking us for the Christmas care packages which they recéhesk
paclkages were a joint project of Missions and the Deacons.

We also received anotheetter from Jamesthe Kenyan boy you are helping to educaksis letters
exude an enthusiasm for learning and genuine gratitude for your support.

TheOvernights ofHospitality Prograncontinues. While anyone may sign up anytime to provide a
meal or serve as an overnight host, we encourage you tothelpveekswve are responsible for
(February 14February 20 and March-8/arch 19. Weneed meal providers for March ®arch 10
andMarch 11.We need overnight chaperas for all these dates, excepebruary 19(See elsewhere
in this Herald for more information on Overnights of Hospitality.)

Plans are being made for this y&@ivaine Mission trip A meeting held to aess interest was well
attended by both youth and adult?lans are to return to the Neighbors Helping Neighbors project in
the East Machias area during the week of Jungd@§ 2. Again this year, participants will be selling
oshareg in the venture as way of obtaining the necessary funds.addition, the Missions has
already designated money for this trig\nyone, high school age and older, who wishes to participate
should contact Pastor Hele(See elsewhere in this Herald for more informationtiois trip.)

February is Missid® month toésponsok coffee hour We thank those who are not on our committee

who have agreed to help out.
Submitted by Joyce Ashley on behalf of your Missions and Outreach Committee
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Notes

Pastor Helerronducted a memorial service at Cartmell Funeral Home on January 21, 2016 for former
church member, Jean Ruxton.

L¥ @2dz ¢g2dzZ R fA1S G2 asSsysenditto @l MaRhe® Ndnd, Apgrnéng (1 2
208, Braintree, MA 02184.

Barbara Peavey kaa new address: All American Assisted Living, 1074 W. Washington St., #108L,
Hanson, MA 02341. Her phone number is-B85-6977.

Below are a couple of thank you notes we received from church members:
Dear members of the Missions Committee and the Desobiihe Church of the Pilgrimage,

| am writing to thank you all on behalf of myself and my three siblings for the incredibly generous care
packages that you sent to each of us this Christmas season. All of my siblings and | live far from home
either forschool or for our work and it was so nice to receive a reminder of home. All of us grew up in
the church and received a great deal of love and support from its members. | know that | am extremely
grateful for the care that | received and | am sure thatsiyings are as well. Thank you so much for

the reminder of that love this Christmas!

Sincerely, Augusta Moore
(Also on behalf of Nathaniel, Matthew and Naomi Moore)

Dear Friends,

Thank you for the marvelous poinsettia whiechs delivered to me on Christmas Sunday. It is still as
beautiful today as when | received it. My thanks to Diane Keller also for making the day a glorious one.
| wish you all a peaceful and joyous 2016.

Sincerely, Lillian Knowles

Maine Mission TripJune 26July 2

Now that the dates are set, we are beginning fundraising and als
needing commitments as to who is going. Our work is with

Neighbors Helping Neighbgm ministry in Downeast Maine that
does simple hme projects and repairs for loimcomeresidents of
Washington County Maine. We stay at a camp meeting ground
with rustic calins and work a fairly long wodlay. This trip is not
just for teenagerg we need adults who love to be with youth to b¢

more adult with carpentry skills and another who loves to organiz
meals. Last year we had a wonderful experience. The areais [
beautiful and the work we do very satisfying. Our need for
fundraising stems from the fathat we hdp provide funds for
building materials for the program and also that we have to lpaging,food and transportation costs
to get up there. We rent a passenger van, and last year we had an additional car to carry food and

luggage.
Speak with Helen Natblor Joyce Ashley if you are interested, or if you have questions!



Flowers

February 7: The flowers are given on this day in loving memory of Dorothy and Harold Strassel,
Harold Tissot and Roy Seese. They are given by the family.

February 14: The flowes on this day are given with love and joy to honor grandchildren, Haraden,
McKenzie, John and Emmeline. They are given by Neil and Dottie Bottomley.

There are openings for flowers on both Februar$t and February 28. If you would like to honor or
memorialize someone by providing flowers for our Communion table on either of those dates, please
contact Dottie Bottomley at 50846-0167 or email her at dwbottomley@comcast.net.

An Invitation from Congregation Beth Jacob

THE CURRENT SITUATION INMIBELE EAST, FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE ISRAELI
GOVERNMENTThursday, February 18 7-9 pm at Congregation Beth Jacob

On Thursday February 18, 2016, CBJ will host Mr. Matan Zamir, the Vice Consul®fQsrasilate of
Boston from 7:0@¢ 9:00 PM. This is a special event from the CBJ Adult Education Committee and we
are opening it to all residents of Plymouth County and the surrounding area. Mr Zamir will speak on
the topic ofdThe Current Situation In The Middle East, From The Point Of View Gfrdéle |
Government The event will take place at our Temple between 7:00 and 9:00 pm in the Sanctifary.
needed, we will plan to open the downstairs social hall as well for an additional 50 attendees, with the
presentation to appeaon TV screen by clodesircuit. Reservations are requiredPlease RSVP as

soon as possible! Please contact Harry Shamir by eRsaiting SaEF1@verizon.netlater than
February 12, 2016Please provide a contact phone number or email, in case of any changes due to
inclement weather.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE JEWISH?

A Taste of Judaism: Are You Curious? Wednesdays Md419®2, and 14", from 7-9 pm at
Congregation Beth JacolRegistration Deadline: February 94

This is a free basic Judaism course that will be presented by Barbara Aharoni on three successive
Wednesday evenings: March9®9" and 18", from 7:00¢ 9:00 pm at Congregation Beth Jacdbs |

open to members of CBJ, their extended families and friends, as wak &ymouth community at
large. This educational program curriculum has been created by the Union of Reform Judiaism.
consists of three study sessions on consecutive Wedrnesdenings, from-B pm, including a light
refreshment break and time for Q&RBarbara Aharoni is a loigne member of CBJ andas

accredited Jewish EducatoRegistration is required. The deadline date for registering for this course
is February 2%. Contact Barbara athabubs@amail.coror call her at 508165-0357.

Habitat for Humanityof Greater Plymouth plans Annual Gala

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Plymouth is pleased to announce its Annual Gala, scheduled for

Friday, April 29, 2016 at the 1620 Hotel (formerly the Radisson Hotel) in Plymouth. The event begins at
6:00 p.m., and tickets are $50 per person if purchasddreeApril 1, and $60 per person after April 1.

To purchase a full table, the price is $450 and a full table seats 10 people. As with previous years, this
@SEFNRa 3AFftF FSEFHGdZINBE RAYYSNI YR fADS Ydasoked & A f
by Dennison Lubricants and SHP Financial of Plym&léase join us in celebrating our mission to

provide simple, affordable housing for veterans and other deserving families. You can also enter in our
raffles and auctions to win any one of oubtdous prizes. Our live auction will include a vacation in

Ireland, an African safari, Wall of Wine, and much more!
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interested in becoming a sponsanm, woul like to purchase an a@lease visit Habitat of Greater
t £ & Y2 dzi K QawwihhdlgmbuihSrg bricall the office at (508) 864188.

Get your tickets before April 1 and pay only $50. Tickets are availatiie Btabitat of Greater
Plymouth office, located at 72 N. Main St. in Carver and on our website.

For more information on the gala or how you can volunteer, please visit the Habitat for Humanity of
Greater Plymouth website.

February 1
February 3:

February 4:
February 7:

February 8
February 9
February 10

February 14:

February 15:
February 17:

February 1718:
February 18:
February 21.:
February 22:
February 24:

February 27:
February 28:

February 29:

Monday Meals of Hospitality, 11am, Allerton Hall.
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Missions and Outreach Committee, 6:30pm, Marks Room.

Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm, Sanctuary.

Board of Christian Educationeeting, 7:15pm, Marks Room.

Worship, 10anwith CommunionThis is Boy Scout Sunday.

Sunday Schoahildren will start and end in the sanctuary, and betweenesm

will gather inAllerton Hall for the Love Feast.

Sub Sale/Mission Tripundraiser will take place during coffee hour.

Monday Meals of Hospitality, 11am, Allerton Hall.

Church Council Meeting, 7pm, Marks Room.

. A0fS {lGdzRe@8X mMaYonl Y ¥ !Yeée {AYLKAZ2Y Q&
Ash Wednesday, Imposition Aghes in Town Square, 5:3)30pm

Ash Wednesday Service, 7pm, Sanctuary.

Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm, Sanctuary

| | LILIR =+ | f X istSyn8a9 é Lebtl &

Worship, 10am, Rev. Dr. Rosemary MacKay, preaching.

Youth Coffee and Consgation, after worship, Youth Room.

President§DayChurch Office Closed.

Monday Meals of Hospitality, 11am, Allerton Hall.

. A0fS {(dzRéX mMnYonlYI X !Yé {AYLA2YQa
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm, Sanctuary.

Youth Group Loek and Trip to Common Art.

Conversation at CBJ on Middle Easgprm.

Secad Sunday in Lent, Worship 10am, Rev. Bill McCoy, preaching.

Monday Meals of Hospitality, 11am, Allerton Hall.

. Ao0fS {(dzRéX mMnYonlYI X !Yé {AYL&A2YyQa
Lenten Soup Supper; 830pm, Allerton Hall.

Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm, Sanctuary.

Parents Night Out,Zpm, Allerton Hall.

Worship, 10am,

bSs02YSNRa DI K 9 NMowiag wordhtp AMark2Rgomm 2 F H
Monday Meals of Hospitality, 11am, Allerton Hall.


http://www.hfhplymouth.org/
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OPEN & AFFIRMING

WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.

January 17, 2016 in Allerton Hall.
Anne Dombrofski, of The Granola Project, speaking on immigration and refugesettlement.
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